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A List of Insects Eaten by the Mantis
Paratcnodcra sinensis (Sauss.)
BY F\ C. HADDEN
(Presented at the meeting of February 4, 1926)
OrTHOPTERA.
Oxya chinensis (Thunb.)..
Atractomorpha ambigna Bolivar.
Conocephaliis saltator (Sauss.).
Paratenodera sinensis (Sauss.).
HOMOPTKRA.
Aphis maidis Fitch.
Lepidoptera.
Spodoptcra mauritia (Boisd.).
Pontia rapae (Linn.).
Lycacna boctica (Linn.).
Diptera.
Volucclla obesa (Fabr.).
Lathyrophthalmus [Eristalis] aeneus (Scop.).
Lathyrophthalnius [Eristalis] arvormn (Fabr.).
Eristalis tenax (Linn.).
Simosyrphus [Xanthogramma] grandicornis (Macq.)|
Allograpta obliqua (Say).
Musca vicina Macq.
Chrysomyia megacephala (Fabr.).
Lucilia sericata (Meig.).
Sarcophaga haemorrhoidalis (Fallen).
Sarcophaga barbata Thomson.
Archytas cirphis Curran.
Chaetogaedia monticola (Bigot).
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Drosophila inimigrans Sturtevant.
Drosophila melanogaster Meigen.
Hymenoptkra.
Euplectrus platyhypcnac Howard.
Pachodynerus simplicicornis (Sauss.).
Casinaria infesta (Cress.).
Xylocopa varipuncta Patton.
Megachile schauinslandi Alfk.
Apis mcllifera Linn.
A total of 29 species in 5 orders.
The young mantis when first born immediately moulted. They
were very timid, and only attacked small insects such as Aphis,
Euplectus, and Drosophila. After the third molt they ate small
flies and wasps such as Musca and Casinaria. When full
grown they attacked larger insects such as full grown Oxya
and even a strong male Xylocopa. They were very careful in
catching wasps having a good sting, and would drop them
quickly, then "lick" the wound caused by the sting. Both
young and full grown grasshoppers were eaten. Small beetles
were never touched. The mantis are cannibalistic and when
eating a brother or sister they wiggle their palpi, as though
"licking their chops," with great relish. Theoretically mantis
should be, and probably are, more beneficial than harmful, for
it is the common, harmful insects that they catch in greatest
numbers.
Saprinus Oregonensis Leconte—A Correction.
(Coleoptera).
BY F. C. HADDEN.
(Presented at the meeting of December 2, 1926.)
In the "Fauna Hawaiiensis" collection at the Bishop Museum
there is a Histerid beetle labeled Saprinus oregonensis Lee.
There is also a reference to this species in the Fauna Hawaii
ensis, vol. 3, page 510, the above specimen being one of those
on which this determination was made.
